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European Research Area -  an open space for knowledge and growth 

ERA -  is a unified research area open to the world based on the 
Internal market, in which researchers, scientific knowledge and 
technology circulate freely.  

Through ERA, the Union and its Member States will strengthen their 
scientific and technological bases, their competitiveness and their 
capacity to collectively address grand challenges.   

 

 http://ec.europa.eu/research/era/index_en.htm  

http://ec.europa.eu/research/era/index_en.htm


ERA IN PARTNERSHIP 
• Partnership is essential to complete ERA. 

The most effective and pragmatic approach for completing the European Research 
Area is a reinforced ERA partnership - deeper, wider and more efficient than to 
date - between Member States, the Commission and research stakeholder 
organisations. This means complementing the primary ERA partnership between 
the Member States and the Commission by systematically involving stakeholder 
organisations 

• » Partnership with Member States and Associated Countries: ERAC 

The European Research Area and Innovation Committee (ERAC) is a strategic policy 
advisory committee whose principal mission is to provide timely strategic input to 
the Council, the Commission and Member States on research and innovation issues 
that are relevant to the development of the European Research Area, the European 
Semester and the Europe 2020 flagship initiative Innovation Union. 

The mandate of the Committee is set out in an annex to the Council resolution on 
the advisory work for the European Research Area of 31 May 2013 (doc. 10331/13). 

 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/preparatory-bodies/european-research-area-innovation-committee/




ERAC is a strategic policy advisory committee that advises the Council, the 
Commission and member states on the full spectrum of research and 
innovation issues in the framework of the governance of the European 
Research Area.  The Committee is co-chaired by the Commission and an 
elected representative from a member state. The Council provides its 
secretariat. 

ERAC can also meet in two dedicated configurations, which were established 
by the Council and are chaired by an elected representative of an EU 
country: 

• the High Level Group on Joint Programming (GPC), which contributes to the 
preparation of the debates and decisions of the Competitiveness Council 
on joint programming  

• the Strategic Forum for international S&T Cooperation (SFIC), which 
advices the Council and the Commission on the implementation of a 
European Partnership in the field of international scientific and 
technological cooperation (S&T cooperation) 

 



The main policy developments from the Commission since the 
adoption of the ERA Communication are: 

 
• Opening up to an ERA of Innovation: 'Open Innovation, Open Science, 

Open to the World – speech from Commissioner Moedas, 22 June 
2015 

• COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION of 17.7.2012 on access to and 
preservation of scientific information(PDF) 

• Horizon 2020 

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-15-5243_en.htm
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http://ec.europa.eu/research/science-society/document_library/pdf_06/recommendation-access-and-preservation-scientific-information_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/science-society/document_library/pdf_06/recommendation-access-and-preservation-scientific-information_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/


Number of groups  
4. AGREES that at this stage ERAC and the other ERA-related groups take the responsibility for a 
designated ERA priority for the implementation of the ERA and the ERA Roadmap as follows:  

– Priority 1: More effective national research systems (ERAC - European Research Area and Innovation 
Committee) 

 – Priority 2a: Optimal transnational cooperation and competition (GPC - the High Level Group on Joint 
Programming) 

 – Priority 2b: Research infrastructures (ESFRI - the European Strategy Forum on Research 
Infrastructures)  

– Priority 3: Open labour market for researchers (SGHRM - ERA Steering Group on Human Resources 
and Mobility)  

− Priority 4: Gender equality and mainstreaming in research (HG - the Helsinki Group on Gender in 
Research and Innovation)  

– Priority 5: Optimal circulation, access to and transfer of scientific knowledge (a new group with a 
broader mandate replacing the former ERAC WG on KT - the ERAC Working Group on Knowledge 
Transfer)  

– Priority 6: International cooperation (SFIC - the Strategic Forum for International Science and 
Technology Cooperation);  

 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/21456/erac-mandate.pdf  
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Members  of ERAC and its configurations include: 

• all the member states and 

• the Commission 

A number of other non-EU countries, which are associated to EU research and innovation 
programmes may participate as observers in its activities:  

• Albania  

• Bosnia and Herzegovina  

• Faroe Islands  

• Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia  

• Iceland  

• Israel 

• Moldova 

• Montenegro  

• Norway 

• Serbia  

• Switzerland  

• Turkey  

• Ukraine 

 



Key Documents 
Council Conclusions 
•Council Conclusions on the ERA roadmap for 2015-2020 
•UNDERLINES the importance of the implementation of the ERA Roadmap at the 
national and the EU level and INVITES the Member States and the Commission to 
implement the ERA Roadmap through appropriate actions in their action plans or 
strategies. CALLS for effective use of the Policy Support Facility in this endeavour.  

 
•9. CALLS on the Member States and the Commission to start the implementation 
of the top action priorities identified in the ERA Roadmap: 
 
•fully implementing knowledge transfer policies at national level in order to 
maximise the dissemination, uptake and exploitation of scientific results. Research 
Performing Organisations (RPOs) and Research Funding Organisations (RFOs) 
should make knowledge transfer second nature by integrating it in their everyday 
work; - promoting Open access to scientific publications; 
 

http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-8975-2015-INIT/en/pdf
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-8975-2015-INIT/en/pdf
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-8975-2015-INIT/en/pdf




 



• Peer Reviews of national R&I systems are in-depth assessments of a 
country's R&I system carried out by a panel of experts and policy 
peers, leading to operational recommendations to the national 
authorities on the reforms necessary to strengthen their R&I 
systems. 

• A Peer Review can take the shape of a general assessment of the 
country’s strengths and weaknesses in R&I, but it can also focus on a 
number of specific elements of the R&I systems (e.g. reform of 
universities, knowledge-transfer system, etc.), as agreed with the 
country under review. It can be preceded by a ‘pre peer review’ (as a 
preparatory step to identify focus areas) and followed by a ‘post peer 
review’ (as a follow-up step to provide concrete advice on how to 
adjust and strengthen the implementation of the peer review 
recommendations). 

https://rio.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/policy-support-facility/peer-reviews  
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• Mutual learning exercises focus on specific R&I challenge of interest to 
several Member States and Associated Countries and draw on a hands-on 
project-based exchange of good practice. 

• Its aim is to identify good practices, lessons learned and success factors 
based on robust evidence. Mutual learning exercises have addressed topics 
such as the Administration and monitoring of R&D tax incentives, 
Evaluation of business R&D grant schemes and the Evaluation of complex 
public private partnerships, among others. 
 

• MLE on Performance-based Funding of Public Research Organisations 
• MLE on Open Science - Altmetrics and Rewards 
 

 
 
 

https://rio.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/policy-support-facility/mutual-learning  
 

https://rio.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/policy-support-facility/mle-performance-based-funding-systems
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• Specific support to countries provide tailored advice, expertise, and 
good practice to help Member States and Associated Countries in 
the design or implementation of a specific reform concerning R&I 
strategies, programmes or institutions. 

• This tailored support provides concrete recommendations on how to 
tackle a specific R&I policy challenge and how to implement the 
accompanying reforms. 

 



 

 

Mulțumesc pentru atenție! 
 

 

 aureliahanganu@yahoo.com 

aurelia.hanganu@asm.md  
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